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Sky Soldiers, Friends and Families, 
 
The 173rd Airborne Brigade suffered a tragic loss on August 31st when SSG Vinson Adkinson, SGT 
Raymond Alcaraz, SPC Matthew George and SPC James Page of the 173rd Brigade Support Battalion 
were killed in action in Logar Province.  Their service was in keeping with the highest standards of the 
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, and they will never be forgotten.   
 
As we enter the month of September, we are involved in an extremely important part of our mission while 
deployed in support of OEF-X. Not only are we at the point where we must fight complacency. We are a 
few weeks away from the Afghan elections.  In these elections the Afghan citizens have the ability to 
shape their future.  The Afghan voters will select their Lower Parliament, and success hinges on the elec-
tion process being a safe and secure experience for the citizens here. 
 
The Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) are in the lead for providing secure and safe voting to the 
Afghan people.  The 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team's mission will be to facilitate their success - 
not perform the missions for the Afghan Police and Soldiers, but support their forces, as they set out to 
protect their citizens from those who would disrupt this democratic exercise with violence, demonstra-
tions, fraud or intimidation.  Our CIVMIL Team will also play an important role in the election process to 
ensure a transparent election free of fraud. 
 
Oppression and tyranny are best fought by citizens at the voter level.  Tolerating frauds, bullies or lethar-
gic leaders will only guarantee the Afghan people more of the problems they are fighting against.  The 
citizenry deserves quality leaders and their future hinges on their propensity to participate in the govern-
ment process. 
 
This cannot happen if voters are held up in their homes afraid to go to the voting centers because the 
enemies of the Afghan government have intimidated them with threats of violence or reprisal for exercis-
ing their rights as citizens. 
 
While the Independent Election Commission (IEC) is responsible for the conduct of the elections, we 
must remember that election of leaders is not a totally new process for the Afghans. Traditionally, Afghan 
elders voted in local Shuras. Many Americans do not view a vote in a shura as a ñdemocraticò vote since 
they are not voting directly for a single candidate.  It is good to remind ourselves that in our Presidential 
elections, our vote goes to a representative in the Electoral College, and that Electoral College votes ac-
tually determines the winner. Additionally, understanding the root definition of shura helps us understand 
the Afghan perspective of government rule. The shura derives its enforcement power from the policing 
force (shorta in Arabic) and the policing force is empowered by the law of Allah (Shiria law) so that in the 
Afghan mind there is no separation of State and Church.  This understanding is important in motivating 
Afghans to vote. 
 
Change can and will come to Afghanistan when its voters are free to travel about, show up at the polling 
stations, make their choice and not live in fear for having done so. 
 
I will leave you with a parting thought; I caution everyone to avoid complacency.  Assume nothing.  Our 
work here is not done.  Stay vigilant and situationally aware, because mistakes happen when units let 
their guard down and lose focus.  Stay sharp, accomplish the mission, and take care of the Paratrooper 
to your left and right. Sky Soldiers! 
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Afghans Lead Security ROC Drill for Election Day  (see page 9) 

Afghan Government and Security Forces gathered at Forward Operating Base ( FOB )  Airborne to formalize their 

security plans with coalition partners for the Afghan parliamentary election. ( Photos by Staff Sgt. Bruce Cobbeldick )  
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     LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghanistan 

(02 SEP 2010) ï Four Soldiers 
from the 173 rd  Airborne Brigade 

Combat Team died in an attack in 
Logar province, Afghanistan, Au-

gust 31.  
    Killed in the attack were Army 

Sgt. Vinson Adkinson, Pfc. Matthew 

George, Pfc. James Page of A Com-
pany, 173 rd  Brigade Support Bat-

talion, 173rd ABCT, and Spec. Ray-
mond Alcaraz assigned to C Co., 

173 rd  BSB.  
     ñThese four selfless Soldiers 

volunteered to serve in an Army at 
war.  They deployed to combat, 

some for their second or third tour, 
and they performed their danger-

ous and important duties with 
honor each day,ò said Lt. Col. Cur-

tis Johnson, the commander of the 
173rd BSB, Task Force Repel.  

ñThese Sky Soldiers will be remem-

bered for how they lived their lives, 
which were too short, but still 

characterized by commitment and 
dedication -  their sacrifice will 

never be forgotten.ò 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

173rd ABCT Suffers Loss of Four Sky Soldiers  
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Memorial Services for the four Soldiers were held Monday, Sept. 13, at 3 p.m. at the U.S. Army 

Garrison, Bamberg, Germany and Friday, Sept. 17, at 3 p.m. at Caserma Ederle, Vicenza, Italy.   

Staff Sgt. Vinson Adkinson Sgt. Raymond Alcaraz 

Spc. Matthew George Spc. James Page 

Editorõs Note: 

The Fallen Soldiers ô 

photos do not de-

pict their posthu-

mous promotions. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Adkinson was assigned as a heavy 
vehicle operator who enlisted in 

the Army in 2003 and had twice 
previously deployed to Iraq with 

the 782nd Brigade Support Battal-

ion of Fort Bragg, N.C. and the 
32nd Transportation Company of 

Fort Carson, Colo.  
 

ñHe was my leader, my mentor and 
the one who taught me everything 

I know.  He was my sergeant and 
my friend,ò said Spec. David 

RiveraBadillo, a member of Adkin-
sonôs squad. 

 
Adkinson was from Harper, Kan. 

and is survived by his wife, Veron-
ica, of Colorado Springs, Colo., and 

his father Vinson and brother, 

Jacob of Comanche, Okla.  
 

Adkinsonôs military awards and 
decorations include the Bronze 

Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal (2 nd  

award), Army Achievement Medal 
(3 rd   award), Army Good Conduct 

Medal (2 nd  award), National De-
fense Service Medal, Afghanistan 

Campaign Medal (1 campaign 
star),  

 
 

      

ñAdkinson Far More Than a Sergeant -  He Was a Leaderò 
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Iraq Campaign Medal (2 campaign stars), 
Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal, 

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Non
-Commissioned Officer Professional Develop-

ment Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Over-
seas Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, the Com-

bat Action Badge and the Parachutists 
Badge. He has been posthumously promoted 

to the rank of Staff Sergeant.  

 

Leadership of the 173d ABCT render honors. 

 

Staff Sgt. Adkinson, Sky Soldier and Fallen Hero 

 

Paratroopers of the 173d ABCT lined up to sign the 

Fallen Soldiersô memorial books, writing messages to the 

friends and family members of our heroes, who made the 

ultimate sacrifice in support of the Global War on Terror. 


